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however great zeal. The merited fortune, which a man accumu-
lates thru the penance he has performed, bears fruit for him in
time, just like a tree.
And furthermore [in the next verse the speaker is Hiranyakagipu, a
demon slain by Vi§nu]:
 5.	' This my breast has bent back the mace-like tusks of Indra's
elephant in battle, and has blunted and ruined the edge of the
Club-bearer's [Qiva's] ax, yet now it is rent by the claws of the
Man-lion [Visnu].   When fate has (at first) not prevailed, even a
blade of grass, as a rule, will do duty as a war-club/         And so:
 6.	* The banyan tree and the five spirits in it both give and take
away.   Let the dice fall, fair one!   That which is to be, will be.'"
The ascetic askt: " How was that ? "   And the king replied:
Emboxt story: The fatalist king
In the north-country there was a city named Nandivardhana, in
which a king named Rajagekhara held sway. He was devoted to the
service of the gods and brahmans, and was very pious. One time his
heirs all banded together and made war on him, and took away his
kingdom, and drove him and his consort into exile. So this king to-
gether with his wife and son went into a far country, and came to a
grove near a certain city. And when the sun set he went and sat
under a banyan tree, with his wife and son. In this tree there were
five birds [see our Composite Outline, 14, note 6, page Ixxxvi]. And as
they were talking to one another, one of them said: " In this city the
king has died, leaving no offspring. Now who shall become king ? "
Another said: " The kingship shall go to this king who is under the
banyan tree.'* The others said: " So be it." Now the king heard
what the birds had said. Then the sun arose, and all people set about
their various daily tasks. And the king too, when he had performed
the morning ceremonies, made an offering to the sun and paid homage
to the sun with this verse:
7. *' Homage to the youthful Sun, the eye of the world, who
causes the lotuses to bud; the granter of fortune, the destroyer
of darkness, the giver of all desires to his devotees."
And as he was then going towards the town, a garland-crowned she-
elephant, which the ministers had set loose to find a king, saw the king,
and placed the garland on his neck, and set him on her back, and took
him to the royal palace.   So all the ministers assembled and performed
the coronation, and Rajagekhara was establish! as king in the country.

